Plymouth-Carver Sole Source Aquifer : Regional Open Space Plan by University of Massachusetts at Boston. & Urban Harbors Institute.
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    Figure 2–Surficial Geology 









































































































































































































































































































system wells are determined by  the  following equation: Zone  I  radius  in  feet =  (150  x  log of 
pumping rate in gpd) ‐ 350. This equation is equivalent to the chart in the Guidelines and Policies 
for Public Water Systems. A default Zone  I  radius or a Zone  I  radius otherwise computed and 
determined  by  the Department  shall  be  applied  to  transient  non‐community  (TNC)  and  non‐
transient  non‐community  (NTNC)  wells  when  there  is  no  metered  rate  of  withdrawal  or  no 
approved pumping rate” (310 CMR 22.02). 
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impervious surface  5          
           
  
Lowers or maintains low 




important recharge area   4          
Serves large number of 
people  3           
Crosses municipal 
boundaries  2          
TOTAL  N/A  N/A 

















or endangered species  5          
              
Protects/enhances unique 
habitat such as vernal pools  5          
Secures large and/or well 
located parcel with habitat 
value  3          
Protects/restores habitat 
supportive of diverse 















opportunity             
              
Improves existing 
recreational opportunity             
Links recreational 
opportunities             
TOTAL  N/A  N/A 















Preserves historic resource              
              















of residents             
              
Maintains/improves/creates 
educational resource             
Maintains/improves/creates 
social resource             
Maintains/improves fiscal 
stability             
TOTAL  N/A  N/A 

















view             
              
Protects/creates historic 
view             
Maintains/improves safety             
Maintains/improves town's 















activity             
              
Supports or enhances 
existing agricultural activity             
TOTAL  N/A  N/A 
                    
FINAL 
SCORE       









• Vernal pools (within 1000 ft. of the site)            
• Stocked trout streams  (within 1000 ft. of the site)         





• Landfills (within 0.5 miles of the site)             
• Agricultural uses (within 0.5 miles of the site)           
• Automobile graveyards and junkyards (within 0.5 miles of the site) 
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OPEN SPACE PLAN UNDERWAY TO PROTECT DRINKING WATER  
 
FEBRUARY 26, 2008 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
As communities relying on the Plymouth-Carver Sole Source Aquifer continue to grow, it is imperative 
to protect the quality and quantity of drinking water available in the region; and that is just what many 
people are doing. 
 
An effort is now underway to develop an aquifer-wide  open space plan for Plymouth, Carver, 
Plympton, Wareham, Kingston, Bourne, and Middleborough – the seven towns overlying this, the 
second largest sole source aquifer in the state.   
 
The open space plan is one of the initial steps in implementing the recommendations of the 
Plymouth-Carver Sole Source Aquifer Action Plan, completed by the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs and the Plymouth-Carver Aquifer Advisory Committee (PCAAC) in 2007.   
 
The open space plan will present a strategy for retaining existing open space, and acquiring and 
preserving new open space in a manner that will provide the greatest benefit to the aquifer.  “Each 
town already has some policies and plans for open space protection,” stated Jack Wiggin, Director of 
UMass Boston’s Urban Harbors Institute, which is assisting the PCAAC in developing the plan.  “The 
emphasis of this plan,” he continues, “is prioritizing the acquisition of those open spaces that serve to 
protect the aquifer and that contribute to related regional benefits.” 
 
“One of the essential ingredients of this planning process” Wiggin further notes, “is the involvement of 
citizens from all seven communities who are interested in working together now and in the future to 
help protect the aquifer.”  To that end, the public is encouraged to participate in the monthly meetings 
of the Plymouth Carver Aquifer Advisory Committee, where they can weigh in with their open space 
interests and concerns.  The next meeting will be held on March 13 at the Carver Town Hall at 7:00 
pm.   
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OPEN SPACE PLANNING MEETING 
 
APRIL 3, 2008 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Concerned citizens, town officials, and appointed delegates in the seven towns overlying the 
Plymouth-Carver Sole Source Aquifer have been meeting for several months to prepare a regional 
open space plan as part of a long-term strategy to protect the groundwater resource on which this 
region depends.  University of Massachusetts Boston’s Urban Harbors Institute is providing planning 
and technical assistance for the project. 
 
At the March meeting, participants reviewed and commented on a series of maps and draft 
recommendations that can be used as the basis for coordinated decision making by the towns of 
Plymouth, Carver, Wareham, Kingston, Plympton, Middleborough, and Bourne.  Specifically, the 
regional open space plan and its recommendations emphasize the importance of the Plymouth-
Carver Sole Source Aquifer, and the need to protect it through open space protection and acquisition. 
 
The open space plan is one of the initial steps in implementing the recommendations of the 
Plymouth-Carver Sole Source Aquifer Action Plan, completed by the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs and the Plymouth-Carver Aquifer Advisory Committee (PCAAC) in 2007.   
 
“Final recommendations for the open space plan are being refined now, and the plan will be 
completed by June,” notes Jack Wiggin, director of the Urban Harbors Institute.   
 
Once the plan is finalized, it will be up to each town to implement the recommendations. 
   
The public is encouraged to participate in the monthly meetings of the Plymouth Carver Aquifer 
Advisory Committee, where they can weigh in with their open space interests and concerns.  The 
next meeting will be held on April 10th at the Carver Town Hall at 7:00 pm.   
 
For more information, contact the Urban Harbors Institute at 617-287-5570. 
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